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for real change
You’re Invited to Welcome Home:
25 Years of Sarah’s... an Oasis for Women
Join us on Wednesday, June 9 at 8:30am or 11:00am
for a virtual event highlighting the important work of
Sarah’s… an Oasis for Women, helping immigrant women
heal from trauma and build vibrant, meaningful lives.
This virtual event is free, but you must register at
sarahs.givesmart.com.
Did you miss it? Watch it at
www.sarahsoasis.org or scan
the code on your smart device.

WelcomeHome
25 Year Celebration
June 9
8:30 am
11:00 am

sarahs.givesmart.com
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Editor’s Note

for real change
This year’s Carondelet Celebration premiered on May 7 with singer Jearlyn Steele highlighting
how the Sisters of St. Joseph ministries overflow with hope and healing. The evening reminded
us all that connection, community, and sharing hope is important ~ even when we cannot be
together in person. The Celebration included moving stories and videos from people who have
benefited from and thrived in the care of the ministries and introduced a few donors who make
our work possible, including yourselves. If you missed it, don’t worry! A recording of the
Celebration is available to view at csjministriesfoundation.org. Please share it with a friend
and help us continue to share hope.
Thank you for making the Carondelet Celebration a success this year, for supporting our
networks of hope and healing, your continued support, and financial contributions.
Without you our work would not be possible, and we are so grateful that it is.
In Gratitude, Ralph Scorpio & Alyssa Howells

Why They Give
For Terry and John Griep, supporting the Sisters of
St. Joseph Ministries Foundation is about gratitude.
“We have had many blessings from God in our lives;
and as a natural follow-up to that gratitude, we want to give
something back. The CSJ Ministries Foundation has helped
identify groups who are struggling, who are suffering, and
have practically nothing. That is why we give.”

“So many of those served by the Sisters have no access to
other resources,” says Terry. “Few Catholics have had the
great experience that John and I have to be personally
involved in the Sisters’ work. We are so grateful.”

The Grieps share a long relationship with the Ministries
Foundation. “I really got to know the CSJ’s,” says John,
“from a friend of mine who worked at St. Mary’s Health
Clinics. The CSJ’s showed how much love they had for
people who were so underprivileged and needed help.
The attitude and spirit at St. Mary’s Health Clinics is great.
Everyone is entitled to quality medical care. And not only
do they get quality medical care, but they also receive
information on how they can help themselves to live a
better quality of life.”
The ministries of the Sisters benefit so many whose
resources are limited. Through those ministries, they treat
patients of St. Mary’s Health Clinics with compassion and
care, students of Learning in Style School with respect and
understanding, and asylees of Sarah’s…an Oasis for Women
with respite and a place to heal from trauma.

Terry and John Griep

Special Report

A New Director at Wisdom Ways Center for Spirituality

Reflections on a COVID Year
Since March of 2020 the ministries of the Sisters of St. Joseph have been asked to consistently respond
to the needs of this time. With summer around the corner and the hope that COVID-19 will continue to
lessen, the ministry directors reflect on the pandemic and share their optimism for the coming year.

The CSJ community welcomes Marian Diaz, D. Min. as
the director of Wisdom Ways. Marian brings broad
educational and professional experiences to the position
including a variety of ministerial, educational and
administrative roles. Her work has ranged from higher
education to volunteering on behalf of our country to
the Holy See. She looks forward to forming a team that
together can envision, plan, implement and assess
Wisdom Ways programming. In describing herself, she
says she “listens deeply and works creatively with
people to reach our desired outcomes.” She has a wide
variety of contacts in the areas of theology, spirituality
and various arts who could support the work of
programming for Wisdom Ways. She also says that her,
“own spirituality and life of faith resonates with the
mission of Wisdom Ways,” and that, “Art, music, poetry
and contemplative practice have sustained my spiritual
life through many life transitions. Most importantly, my
spiritual journey has also been guided by the blessing of
mothering four beautiful children.”

Each director was asked:
1. What are three lessons you learned?
2. What are you looking forward to?
3. What were some shining successes of your ministry?
4. Where did you see Essential Justice in your ministry?

St. Mary’s Health Clinics
Marian Diaz, new Director of
Wisdom Ways Center for Spirituality

Welcome Marian!

Welcome New Ministries Foundation
Board Members
Welcome to Maria Bonnie and Steve Kenney – the newest members of the
Ministries Foundation Board of Directors. Both are involved in volunteer and
philanthropic work around the Twin Cities and have worked hard to give back
to their communities. The Board of Directors is thrilled to welcome them to
the Ministries Foundation and join a growing group of people working for
justice, dignity, and hope.
I am impressed by the very impactful work that the Sisters of
St. Joseph do with the help of the Foundation they’ve created.
I am excited to do what I can to foster and grow the legacy
of the Foundation in funding these good works!

There are many ways to provide care, whether it be via telehealth, over the phone,
through a window at a curbside medication pick-up, or at a vaccine clinic.
Employee needs must be a priority! Especially in times of crisis and consistently high stress.
When forced to adapt, creativity arises out of critical situations.

Volunteers working with staff in the clinics and office again.

Networking with the state, county, city governments, and other health care providers to
educate, screen, and vaccinate for COVID-19. New medication management and pick up
sites that allowed for continued services and patient contact, without COVID exposure.

~ Steve Kenney, new Board of Directors Member

Save the Date!

Watch it again!
csjministriesfoundation.org/celebration

Mark your calendars for September 9 and get ready for Septemberfest, back in person!
The Ministries Foundation’s annual fall event is still being planned but make sure you’ll
be in attendance because this is a post-quarantine event you won’t want to miss.

SMHC expanded its patient base and population to make sure all minority groups in the
Twin Cities had access to information about COVID-19. SMHC partnered with community
organizations and local parishes to educate, advocate, and make sure there was equitable
access to healthcare information and resources.

Special Report

Special Report

Sarah’s... an Oasis for Women

Learned how to be more supportive and responsive to social justice situations and
engaged in more community conversations and events.
Community is difficult to build virtually!
The importance of talking about resilience and mental health. The program changed
the way they supported their workers by creatively providing resources for a more
holistic sense of health.

We will always need ways to be socially connected even when we are physically distant.
Working as a team is possible even when we cannot all be together.
The residents are capable of great things and can support each other mentally and
spiritually (Sarah’s already knew this but was reminded of it every day!).

Being in person more with the workers and connecting with the larger Community
in a way that is more meaningful.

Being together in-person and building relationships with established and new residents.

Meeting with a small group of Sisters quarterly over Zoom for “Dessert Chat” (virtual
hangouts with the Sisters of St. Joseph). Starting an Alum Council where the pillars of
the program can continue within the alum community.

Every resident learned how to communicate more effectively, took on more responsibilities,
and were each other’s support systems.

The workers were more involved with issues within their neighborhood and
community council, contributing to better their communities.

Sarah’s residents were supported by other residents and staff in a community
environment during a time when many were alone and did not have access to resources.
They were able to focus on taking care of their mental health and wellness during the
pandemic, instead of making sure their basic needs were met.

Special Report

Ministry Highlights
St. Mary’s Health Clinics

Learning In Style School

Sarah’s... an Oasis for Women

Learning In Style School

Tough times bring out the best in us.

The Clinics will host a
student from University of
Notre Dame for the summer
as part of its Student
Services Leadership
Program. She will be with
the clinics from June 1 to
early August and will focus
on interpreting, clinic
support, and helping with
vaccine clinics.

A new Working Group was
started called Homes and
Hearts. Its focus is advocacy
and direct service to the
needs of people experiencing
homelessness. Contact
justiceoffice@csjstpaul.org
for more information.

Celeste’s Dream
for Young Adult
Spirituality

Wisdom Ways welcomes its
new director, Marian Diaz.
Read more about Marian on
the front page and check out
wisdomwayscenter.org for
event opportunities.

Cheryl Behrent, Director at Sarah’s…
an Oasis for Women, receives her
COVID-19 vaccination at a vaccine
clinic hosted at Sarah’s.

A load of diapers and paper
products was donated to the
Learning In Style food shelf
by Teamsters Local 120, with
the help of Sisters Rising
Worldwide. A special thanks
goes to the Teamsters
families, the CSJ community,
and everyone who came to
help with the delivery.

The CSJ and St. Kate’s
interdisciplinary team
presented their ‘One Health’
model at the St. Catherine
University’s Sister Seraphim
Gibbons Research Symposium
in April. The Community
Garden needs volunteers
Tuesday nights, 5 – 7pm,
all are welcome!

One Health Model

There is great resiliency, dedication, and creativity in our students and teachers.
Teaching English to a non-English speaker is extremely difficult virtually,
and close to impossible.

The current St. Joseph Workers
on their winter retreat.

Returning to in-person classes in September for the student-teacher and
student-student relationships and sense of community.

More than half of the Sarah’s
house was vaccinated
thanks to a vaccine clinic in
April and funds from the
Nigerian Nurses of
Minnesota will help four
residents with tuition and
book costs for the upcoming
school year.

The Program will say
good-bye soon to its six
workers from the past year.
Thank you for everything
that you did for our
communities and the dear
neighbor workers, and good
luck in your upcoming years!

St. Kate’s/CSJ Model
The One Health model posits that animal,
human, and environmental health will all
benefit through the collaboration of people
and systems. On the campus of St. Catherine
University (St. Kate’s) and the Sisters of
St. Joseph (CSJ), this model is utilized through
the interaction of community gardens,
pollinators, and the St. Kate’s/CSJ community.

Join This Movement

Now, more than ever, our ministries’ work is important. The vital work of our ministries continues.
Help us meet the needs of this time. Please consider getting involved:

Introducing students to new technology and seeing them flourish in their studies.
Having our community partnerships deepen and forming new relationships with
other organizations.

As the needs of the LIS Community became more apparent, the school was able to
evolve to meet those needs by establishing a food shelf and starting an emergency
fund for its students and families.

Learn, Share & Get Involved!
•

Sign up for the Ministries Foundation monthly and weekly inspiration newsletter by
visiting the Ministries Foundation’s website csjministriesfoundation.org.

•

Looking for something to do this summer? Volunteer with the Ministries Foundation!
Opportunities available at csjministriesfoundation.org/volunteer-opportunities.

•

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!
Search for Ministries Foundation and csjministriesfoundation.

Do you shop on Amazon? Sign up for AmazonSmile! By going to smile.amazon.com and choosing Sisters of St. Joseph
Ministries Fund, a percent of your purchases will be designated to support the ministries of the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Make a Monetary Donation ~ Donate at csjministriesfoundation.org/donate or via the envelope provided in this issue.

Bold Moves is a publication of the Sisters of
St. Joseph Ministries Foundation, a 501C3
organization whose purpose and ministry are
to raise funds for the current and emerging
ministries of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet, St. Paul Province.

csjministriesfoundation.org

Publication team:

Ralph Scorpio, Editor
Alyssa Howells, Editor

Graphic design:

Periwinkle Concepts

Ministries Foundation
2020-21 Board of Directors
Beth Bird
Brian Dillon
Kay Egan, CSJ
Stacy Jacobson
Mary Lydon
Brian Mullen
Colleen O’Malley, CSJ
Gabrielle Rohde
Kristine Smyth
Jill Underdahl, CSJ

Maria Bonnie
Anita S. Duckor
Suzanne Herder, CSJ
Steve Kenney
Maya Missaghi
Roger Norris
Mark Richards
Ralph Scorpio (ex officio)
Bridget Sperl
Jean Wincek, CSJ

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
Ministries Foundation
1884 Randolph Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105

